BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday February 22nd 2010 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Cllr L Ransom, Cllr P Rollason, Cllr B Timms, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr R Pawson and Cllr Malcolm Leonard(SODC). 
016/10 Apologies for absence


Cllr Carol Viney(OCC).
017/10 Declarations of Interest

None

018/10 Minutes of the meeting held on January 25th 2010
Matters arising from Public Forum: Cllr Timms remarked that as far as the lack of grit was concerned, there was no communication between Highways and the bus company. A number of passengers were left stranded in Henley. 
Cllr P Rollason proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr S Summerland.

019/10 County Councillor's report


Cllr Viney’s report: (i) The council tax is to be set at 2.75% while protecting front line services especially those for children and young people; cuts will be made in other ways e.g. A reduction in overnight street lighting.  
(ii)Oxfordshire County Council's Music Service continues to spark youngsters' interest in music by organising concerts involving many primary school children in twice-yearly concerts.
(iii)The fight against loan sharks continues with the launch of a new initiative in Oxfordshire to offer support to victims and encourage reporting of unlicensed lenders. 
020/10 District Councillor's report

Cllr Leonard reported that: (i) The joint structure with the Vale of the White Horse continues to work well and save money resulting in a nil increase in tax. Overall the council tax increase will be 2.5%. Various new appointments have been made. (ii) There is a new member elected for Henley South. (iii) In the recent survey, SODC is in the top 25% of the country for customer satisfaction.
Cllr Leonard also explained the recent changes to the planning process being trialled for a year: In the past all planning applications recommended for refusal by the PC but to be recommended for approval by SODC would have automatically been referred to Planning Committee. In future it will require the District Councillor to request the application to be taken to committee if there are sound planning reasons for doing so. Therefore it is essential that the PC ensure that he is informed on any application where there could be a dispute. This process will be more economical in time and cost.
021/10 Police Matters

No police presence.
022/10 Public Forum

No members of the public present.

023/10 Financial Situation

023.01/10 The financial position for February was circulated. 
023.02/10 The February accounts were proposed by Cllr Rollason and seconded by Cllr Pawson.
023.03/10 The clerk confirmed that all tax due on her salary had been paid.
024/10 Applications for grants and donations


None
025/10 Planning Matters

New Applications 

P10/E0030 Detached garage with office over. 2 Sweet Briar Cottages Binfield Heath RG9 4LP. 
Amended planning has been received and this is to be considered by a working party. 
Applications Granted 

P09/E1051/RET Retention of a conservatory. Chestnut Cottage 2 Common Lane Binfield Heath 


RG9 4JX
026/10 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance


26.01/10 Reading TIF: Wokingham Borough Council have entered the bid as a Level 1 partner, having 
been reassured about the congestion charging and hoping for funds for improvements in the Borough. 
OCC has entered as a Level 2 partner. Wokingham and Reading will have two votes each. The first 
phase of the bid includes a low emission zone and public transport subsidies and has been submitted 
to DfT.  SOTIG need to decide whether or not to see the transport minister at this stage.
26.02/10 Green Pond: There are a number of trees that front the pond that need removing as soon as possible. (Clerk to Action)
26.03/10 Tree Seat: The seat around the tree outside the Post Office has been damaged and the Councillors decided that this should be repaired as soon as possible. (Clerk to Action)
027/10 Consultations
Cllr Timms was thanked for her response on behalf of the Parish Council to the Local Transport Plan Consultation 4. 
028/10 Parish Plan 

There is nothing to report this month.
029/10 Website 


The development and use of the website was discussed and it was decided to postpone further 
discussion until the next meeting when councillors can bring their ideas to the table.
030/10 APM

There is not a pressing issue affecting the parish at present so the Annual Meeting of the Parish will 

take place before the monthly meeting in April.

031/10
 Risk Assessment

The risk assessment was discussed and various amendments will be made to update the insurance 
amounts and to ensure that all process listed in the Health and Safety Policy is reflected in the risk 
assessment. The amended document will be sent to the councillors for approval. (Clerk to Action)
032/10 Matters for future consideration:  Website
Date of next meeting 





Monday March 22nd 2010
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

05/10 Recreation Ground 
05.01/10 The Playground has been inspected. 
05.02/10 Playground Equipment: The Council will consider repairing the trail using the new poles. An estimate for the cost of the work will be presented at the next meeting. The contractors will be asked for a copy of their health and safety policy and an assurance that they perform an assessment of any risks inherent in the job. (Clerk to Action)
06/10 Allotments
 06.01/10 All rents have now been paid. 
06.02/10 Cllr Timms reported that the allotment holders had requested that the allotment plot numbers were made visible. 
06.03/10 The small gate is to be repaired. (Clerk to Action)
06.04/10 Allotment inspections will continue to be carried out.

06.05/10 The estimated water bill to be paid is rather high. The clerk will discuss the situation with Thames Water. (Clerk to Action)
07/10 Public Forum No public presence.

08/10 Matters for future consideration: 
Date of next meeting
Monday 22nd March 2010
The meetings closed at 9.25 pm

