BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday January 25th 2010 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Cllr L Ransom, Cllr P Rollason, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr Carol Viney(OCC). PCSO Lisa Wallman. A member of the public.
001/10 Apologies for absence


Cllr . R. Pawson, Cllr B Timms and Cllr Malcolm Leonard.
002/10 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Ransom declared an interest in the grant application for the book about Shiplake School.
003/10 Minutes of the meeting held on November 23rd 2009
Cllr S Summerland proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr G Englefield.

004/10 County Councillor's report

Cllr Viney reported: a) The County budget is extremely tight, but youth services appear to have been secured. b)OCC is working on a coordination plan to ensure that the grit shortage of this month does not occur again. In addition the exact legalities of snow clearance are to be made clear to residents. The potholes caused by the freezing conditions are being filled urgently to ensure road safety. 

c) Progress is being made in procuring major new residual and food waste treatment facilities for Oxfordshire. This will help achieve recycling and composting targets of 55% and divert waste away from landfill.  Further information can be found at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/foodwaste.
005/10 District Councillor's report

No report this month. 
006/10 Police Matters


Lisa Wallman reported that although the police had been very stretched over the bad weather with stranded motorists and accidents, they had remained fully manned and had ensured that the vulnerable and elderly residents were visited and received help. She reported incidents of fly tipping and the fact that speed restriction signs were being turned round making roads and junctions dangerous. Councillors were assured that speeding checks would be carried out in the village as soon as the equipment was available.
007/10 Public Forum
Mr Meddick wished to complain to the County Council about the treatment of the roads in the village with the lack of gritting and the absence of buses resulting in him being trapped in his own home. Cllr Viney assured Mr Meddick that everything that was possible to be done was done, although in future snow events there will be a more local coordinated plan, possibly using local farmers. Cllr Viney also added that grit bins are available for purchase and these can be filled for free. This purchase will be considered.

Mr Meddick thanked the Parish Council and others for promoting the community spirit in the village as he received a number of offers of help. The chairman expressed her thanks for his praise. 

Mr Meddick then stated his opposition to the Parish Council using public funds to donate to charities or other causes. The chairman assured him that each charity donation is discussed extensively on its merit and only charities that serve the parish are given any funds. Mr Meddick said that expenditure is already high for the Parish Council and therefore funds should not be used in this way.
Cllr Rollason asked Cllr Viney to ask about the road closure advertised for a week but only closed for two days work. He wondered if the men were paid accordingly.
008/10 Financial Situation

008.01/10 The financial position for January was circulated. 
008.02/10 The decision to pay the December accounts was ratified. Cllr Summerland proposed the accounts be paid.  This was seconded by Cllr Rollason

008.03/10 The January accounts and councillor expenses were proposed by Cllr Rollason and seconded by Cllr Englefield. 
009/10 Applications for grants and donations


009.01/10 The request from Shiplake School was discussed. As this is a local cause, it was resolved to 
donate £100 towards the cost of publishing a history of the local school. The decision was proposed by 
Cllr Summerland and seconded by Cllr Rollason.

009.02/10 The request for a donation to the Oxfordshire Woodland Project was discussed and it was 
decided that the Parish Council was unable to support this charity at this time.
010/10 Planning Matters

New Applications 

P09/E1051/RET Retention of a conservatory. Chestnut Cottage 2 Common Lane Binfield Heath 


RG9 4JX


P10/E0030 Detached garage with office over. 2 Sweet Briar Cottages Binfield Heath RG9 4LP
Applications Granted 

P09/E1058 Extension of the existing garage Woodlark Cottage Gravel Road Binfield Heath RG9 4LZ 

P09/E1120 Replace existing temporary outbuildings with new outbuildings. (Amendment to 
application P09/E0205) Kiln House Kiln Lane Binfield Heath RG9 4ES 

P09/E1147 Two storey rear extension and alterations to house and new double entrance gates. 
Keepers Cottage, Long Copse, Kiln Lane, Binfield Heath, RG9 4EL
Changes to the Planning Process
Cllr Summerland looked at the changes to be made to the Planning process and explained that in future any planning application upon which the Parish Council wished to comment adversely, would need the support of the District Councillor and require representation at the meeting of the Planning Committee.

011/10 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

11.01/10 Reading TIF: item deferred until an update is available.
11.02/10 Green Pond: N& P Prickett are to be thanked for the clearing of the area around the bus shelter and the bank along Heathfield Close, but are to be asked again to remove the two self-seeded trees in front of Green Pond. (Clerk to Action)
012/10 Consultations


Green Infrastructure Strategy Consultation. The letter is not very explanatory. The councillors will 
access the website and respond individually.

Oxfordshire Minerals & Waste Development Framework: Informal consultation on land-won 
aggregates spatial strategy options. This was tabled and noted.


013/10 Parish Plan The Parish Council awaits a copy of the prepared village questionnaire. 
014/10 Sustainable Communities Act Amendment: Support for private members bill. Clerk to e-mail link. (Clerk to Action) Councillors will respond to this request.
015/10 Matters for future consideration:  APM, website.
Date of next meeting 





Monday February 22nd 2010
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

01/10 Recreation Ground 
01.01/10 Play policy: OALC has produced a Play Policy circulated to the Parish Council. The Councillors considered this but feel that it is superfluous. The clerk has been asked to write to this effect. (Clerk to Action)
01.02/10 Playground Equipment: The Playground has been inspected. The felt roof of the shelter will be repaired over the next week.
02/10  Allotments
 Most of the rents have been paid. The solicitor is working towards the adoption of the 1908 Allotment Act.
03/10  No comment from the public.

04/10  Matters for future consideration: allotment rules and tenancies; risk assessments.
Date of next meeting
Monday 22nd February 2010
The meetings closed at 9.20 pm

