BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday 26th September 2011 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm.                                                                                     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present Cllr P Rollason, Cllr L Ransom, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr B Timms, Cllr Hugh Lacey, Cllr Carol Viney (OCC) and Cllr R Simister (SODC). Police Inspector Harling, Len Meddick and Tim Coulson. 
086/11 Apologies for absence Cllr S Summerland.
087/11 Declarations of Interest Cllr Lacey declared an interest in the planning application from Gosbrook Cottage and Cllr Timms and Cllr Englefield declared an interest in Dunsden Village Hall.
088/11 Minutes of the meeting held on July 25th 2011
Cllr Ransom proposed the minutes be adopted. Proposal seconded by Cllr Englefield. All agreed. 
089/11 County Councillor's report Cllr Viney reported that: a) The County Council has taken over the responsibility for concessionary fares. Some changes will be made. b) Sonning Common Public Library has money from the Community Fund. This is at present 1/3 funding but as Sonning Common is a large village it hopes to achieve 2/3 funding. 
Cllr Viney asked to be informed about any issues with salt bins. This was to be discussed later in the meeting.
Cllr Viney was asked to investigate the availability of funds to improve Broadband. She was also asked to talk to Highways about the problem of suitable road access for heavy lorries to reach the replacement build in New Road.
090/11 District Councillor's report Cllr Simister reported that a) The South and Vale Community Safety Partnership (CSP) adds value to police work in tackling crime and the fear of crime. In the past three months alone, the partnership has introduced new measures at the Henley Regatta to help prevent alcohol related disturbances, supported a campaign to raise awareness amongst local businesses about protecting their property from metal thieves, co-ordinated effective responses to reports of anti-social behaviour from the public and funded outreach support for victims of domestic abuse. b) The Leadership programme: Grants of up to £50K are available for local projects such as farm diversification, farming and local business.


Cllr Simister had enquired about the GKS application. He had spoken to the officer concerned. There were 
some areas of concern. It was suggested that an appeal is lodged.


091/11 Police Matters. Inspector Harling introduced himself and reported that he is endeavouring to visit all the Parish Councils around Henley to explain the way that local crime is being tackled. The focus has been on incidents of burglary and violence and crime in the Henley area has dropped by 24% since April. More crimes have been solved than the same time last year. Budgets have been cut. There will be one NAG (Neighbourhood Action Group). Officers will be divided to concentrate on the 3 main issues: crime, anti-social behaviour and traffic problems. Crimes in this area were listed: burglary and attempted burglary and drug offences. The chairman asked if the PC could access this information so that village residents could be vigilant. This can be done via the Police website. (Clerk to Action) The chairman thanked Inspector Harling for attending the meeting. 
092/11 Public Forum 
Mr Tim Coulson passed round 2 different mug types and a possible design for the Diamond Jubilee celebration discussed at the last meeting. Numbers need to be calculated. The Parish Council will make a decision on the type of mug and the design.
Mr Len Meddick again raised his objection to the awarding of grants/donations to other organisations. The chairman explained that the policy of the Parish Council is to look at each application and decide whether there is benefit to the parishioners. 
The PC was contacted about the guttering on the bus shelter. It will be investigated. (Clerk to Action)
093/11 Financial Situation

093.01/11 The financial position was circulated. 
093.02/11 The accounts were presented for payment. Cheques to the value of £2811.78 were signed and £380.00 was approved as monies spent in August to pay bills (Total = £3191.78). Payment for these was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Englefield. All agreed. 
093.03/11 Cllr Rollason presented expenses for the allotment photographs. A cheque will be prepared.

093.04/11 The clerk presented the completed annual return from the external auditor. There were no issues arising. Cllr Rollason proposed that the annual return was approved and accepted by the Parish Council. The decision was seconded by Cllr Ransom. All agreed. 
094/11 Applications for grants or donations 



The Chilterns Conservation Board: This was considered and, although the PC subscribes to the 


Chiltern Society, because it is not as yet within the AONB it does not feel able to make a donation. A 

letter is to be written. (Clerk to Action)

Berks, Bucks & Oxon Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group
: This was considered but the PC does not 
feel that a donation is appropriate for the local area. A letter is to be written. (Clerk to Action)
095/11 Planning Matters
New Applications

P11/E1139 Demolition of existing cottage and construction of replacement dwelling and garage. 
Wisteria Cottage Green Lane Binfield Heath RG9 4LW A working party discussed this application 
and 
recommended it for approval. Decision ratified.

P11/E1384 Removal of existing lean-to extension to the east and construction of new part single, part 
two storey extension with first floor balcony. External cladding of existing lean-to extension to west 
side. Replacement of existing porch. Gosbrook Cottage Binfield Heath RG9 4JY. A working party 
discussed this application and recommended it for refusal. Decision ratified. 
Applications Granted 


P11/E1075/LB Replace 5 softwood timber windows to front elevation Jasmine Cottage Crowsley (in 

the parish of Binfield Heath) RG9 4JLP 
096/11 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

096.01/11 Footpaths. Andy Sylvester (Rights of Way Officer) has looked into the problem of the 
footpath across the recreation ground and cannot justify the changes to this. A change in the byelaws 
will be considered and SODC will be approached. (Clerk to action) 
096.02/11. Salt bins. The PC decided that a salt bin is to be purchased and advice as to its siting will be 
discussed with OCC Highways. All agreed. 
096.03/11. Land at Kiln Lane. The Parish Council does not have the standing to take action against 
this. A letter is to be written to the resident who has raised his objection to the enclosure of the land is 
to be advised to write to SODC regarding this issue. (Clerk to Action)
096.04/11. Access to New Road This is to be investigated by Cllr Viney.
097/11 Consultations 

Thames Valley Primary Care Agency: Determination of Rurality. It was decided that a response was 
not necessary as it did not involve the immediate area.



Review of Dial-a Ride Octabus. This has not yet been available in South Oxfordshire so 



response to the review is difficult.

Electoral Review of Oxfordshire
No further comments.
098/11 Parish Plan A meeting is arranged for next week.
Matters for future consideration: 









Meeting ended at 10.20pm.

Date of next meeting   Monday October 24th 2011
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
021/11 Recreation Ground 

21.01/11 Inspections: The playground has had its regular inspections. The ROSPA inspection was due 
in July but no report has been received. (Clerk to Action)
21.02/11 Playground Equipment: Cllr Englefield reported that soil had been laid by volunteers to build up the level of the area for the replacement equipment that will now be ordered. It was decided to purchase grass seed for this area. Cllr Rollason proposed. It was seconded by Cllr Ransom. All agreed.
The clerk was asked to process the new list of volunteers for the bin emptying on the recreation ground.

22/11 Allotments 

22.01/11 An inspection of the allotments has taken place. Photographs were taken and a number of allotment holders will be contacted regarding cultivation of relinquishing part of their plots. (Clerk to action). Rent renewals are to be sent out. (Clerk to action).

22.02/11 There is a half allotment available but this will not be offered for tenancy until it is established whether any further plots will be relinquished.

23/11  Public Forum No public presence.
24/11  Matters for future consideration 
Date of next meeting
Monday October 24th 2011


The meeting closed at 10.55pm

