BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday 21st September 2009 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Cllr L. Ransom,  Cllr P Rollason, Cllr B Timms, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr R Pawson, Cllr G Englefield and Cllr Leonard (SODC). Hugh Potter (OCC) and two members of the Parish Plan committee. PCSO Lisa Wallman.
80/09 Apologies for absence


Cllr R. Peasgood, Cllr C Viney
81/09 Declarations of Interest


Cllr R Pawson declared an interest in Planning Application P09/E0751
82/09 Minutes of the meeting held on 27th July 2009
Cllr Summerland proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Englefield.

83/09 County Councillor's report


No report this month.
84/09 District Councillor's report


Cllr Leonard gave his apologies for being slightly late. He reported: 


Waste: Since the onset of the new scheme, SODC has seen a clear rise in the rate of recycling. There 
are still some teething problems especially in Henley, but the major objective has been achieved.



Bursary awards: These are available for young people under 18 for work in Arts, Sports and 
Citizenship. Application forms can be obtained from Jane Bolton at SODC.

Pre-application advice: This can be given for applications for new houses for a variable fee.
Drug advice: A Drug/Alcohol Vehicle will be positioned in King’s Car Park in Henley on Monday 
mornings. 

New Powers: PCSOs now have the powers to issue fixed penalty notices for dog fouling, fly posting, 
graffiti and litter.

85/09 Public Forum


No comments at this point as the Parish Plan was on the agenda
86/09 Police Matters


Lisa Wallman from Sonning Common Police Station introduced herself. She will now be the first 
contact for problems in the parish. She begins work in the local parishes on October 1st. The Parish 
Council was reassured that a mobile speed indicating device would be used in the village in early 
October. The Police Surgeries held outside the shop are not being used. It was suggested that the 
surgery times are advertised in the village boards and that they could possibly take place at the same 
time as the County Mobile Library visit. 
87/09 Financial Situation

87.01/09 The cost of the course on Charitable Trusts attended by the clerk was approved. 

87.02/09 The account balances for August and September were circulated.
87.03/09 Cllr Ransom proposed the accounts be paid.  This was seconded by Cllr Rollason.
87.04/09 The restatement of the audit form 2007/8 removing the charity amounts was approved by the Parish Council. This has been sent back to BDO.
88/09 Planning Matters

New Applications 


P09/E0838 Construction of “log cabin” style garage. 1 Chapel Cottages Dunsden Way Binfield Heath
RG9 4LH. Recommended for approval by a working party. Decision ratified.

P09/E0816 Demolition of rear of house. Erection of two storey extension to rear of house. Demolition
of existing double garage. Erection of new double garage  with office above and storage area to side. 
New enlarged entrance gates. Keepers Cottage Kiln Lane Binfield Heath RG9 4EL A working party 
had no strong views on this application. Decision ratified.


P09/E0754/LB Minor amendments to existing consents – raise level of floor in TV room, alter 
existing doorways accordingly. Holmwood Shiplake Road Binfield Heath RG9 4DP Recommended for 
approval by a working party. Decision ratified.

P09/E0880 One 300mm microwave dish at a height of 29.7m on existing mast. Coppid Hall Estate 
Sonning Common Road Binfield Heath RG9 4DX. A working party is to look at this.

Applications granted


P09/E0686 Two storey three bedroom detached house. Applecroft, Gravel Road, Binfield Heath  RG9 
4LT


P09/E0670 Single storey side and rear extension following demolition of detached garage. 8 

Heathfield Close Binfield Heath RG9 4DS 


P09/E0717 Construction of a water storage pond and adjoining pump house. Coppid Hall Estate Polo 
Field Binfield Heath RG9


P09/E0205 Replace existing temporary outbuildings with new outbuildings and access. (As amended 
by plan2167/10/C received 23 July 2009) Kiln House, Kiln Lane Binfield Heath RG9 4ES

Applications withdrawn

P09/E0751 Replacement of existing garage. Woodlark Cottage Gravel Road, Binfield Heath RG9 4L
89/09 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

89.01/09 Footpaths. Cllr Pawson requested that the footpaths allotted to the various councillors be walked, checked and if possible any litter removed. It was reported that Footpath 14 was subject to dog fouling. Notices are to be placed around the village reminding people of their responsibility as dog owners. (Cllr Pawson to action)
An obstruction has been reported on Footpath 20 where a tree has fallen. Cllr Summerland is to try to arrange its removal. (Cllr Summerland to action)
One of the stiles has been lowered and the Parish Council thanks the Phillimore Estate for this.
89.02/09 Provision of seat request: Cllr Ransom proposed that £350 be paid for the seat to be placed outside King’s Common Close. This is to be ordered and Nigel Head will be asked to give a quotation for its mounting. 
89.03/09 SOTIG update: Cllr Rollason reported that out of 3643 questionnaires, 1,114 had been returned by 9th September.  It is clear from the analysis that parishioners in South Oxfordshire had not been not consulted by Reading Borough Council and also that most would not use a park and ride. The results of the analysis will be sent to SODC, OCC, the local MP and then to Reading Borough Council.
89.04/09 Contractors – Monitoring and Control: The letter from the HSE was read to the councillors. The improvement notice will be considered by a working party before the next meeting and a new procedure for appointing and monitoring contractors drafted.  

(Cllrs Pawson and Englefield to action)
89.05/09 BT Phone Box in Binfield Heath: The clerk reported that BT had said that the phone box in 
the village was in need of major repair and that the job was in hand. The clerk was asked to enquire if 
it was necessary to retain the phone box as it was so little used. (Clerk to Action)
89.06/09 Kiln Lane: Dominic Barton reported that arrangements for the resurfacing of Kiln Lane were moving forward in consultation with OCC Highways and that he had financial commitments from the majority of residents. SOHA and OCC will make a contribution. A request for a contribution was made from the Parish Council. It was also requested that the Parish Council hold the money on behalf of the residents, who would form a Residents’ Association. Advice from the legal department of OCC will be sought to clarify whether the Parish Council could pay the bills and reclaim the VAT. (Clerk to Action) Mr Barton was thanked for all his efforts to try to sort out the lane.  
89.07/09 Pricketts are to be asked to clear the overgrown bank between the road and the fence in the area from Heathfield Close up to the Old House and to clear the thistles at the end of the Recreation ground. In addition, Cllr Summerland asked if Pricketts could remove the two self-seeded trees in front of Green Pond. (Clerk to Action)
90/09 Consultations


Oxfordshire Transport Plan: Cllr Timms had read this and summarised the plan. The contents of the 
consultation were noted.


Mobile Phone base Station on Sonning Common Rd. This was discussed in Planning. A decision is to 
be made by a working party.
91/09 Parish Plan 


Robert Davis and Dominic Barton updated the Parish Council on the progress of the Parish Plan. They 

commented that progress had been slower than they would have liked, but that the end was now in 

sight with the questionnaire being finalised and due to go out soon. The draft of the Parish Plan will be 

formulated from the results and will be reviewed with the Parish Council. Other Parish Plans have 

been researched and studied as examples. Cllr Ransom will try to find the Millennium Shiplake 


Plan.


The Parish Council thanked the members of the committee for their update.
92/09 Matters for future consideration: G K Motors 
Date of next meeting 
Monday 26th October 2009

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

Minutes of the meeting held at the Scout Hut on Monday 21st September after the meeting of Binfield Heath Parish Council 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

13/09 Recreation Ground 
Health and Safety: The ROSPA report has been received. There were no reported problems. However, the 
Parish Council inspection has shown up faults that ROSPA did not note. Cllr Englefield will speak to 
Roger Davis about these.
Cllr Englefield reported that the fence has now been repaired. Reports of dog fouling in the Recreation Ground 
have been made. This will be monitored.

14/09 Allotments

The minutes of the meeting of the Trustees of the Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity on Monday September 7th were adopted. They were proposed by Cllr Rollason and seconded by Cllr Summerland. 
Cllrs Ransom and Rollason had inspected the allotments and spoken to a number of tenants.

The other items were deferred until October.
 
Matters for future consideration: Future of some playground equipment, Playground Insurance, 
Allotments. 
Date of next meeting
Monday 26th October 2009

The meetings closed at 10.30 pm

