BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday October 26th 2009 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Cllr L. Ransom,  Cllr P Rollason, Cllr B Timms, Cllr G Englefield and Cllr Leonard (SODC). Four  members of the public. PCSO Lisa Wallman.
93/09 Apologies for absence


Cllr S Summerland, Cllr R Pawson and Cllr Carol Viney.
94/09 Declarations of Interest 


None

95/09 Minutes of the meeting held on 21st September 2009
Cllr Englefield proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Rollason.

96/09 County Councillor's report


No report this month.

97/09 District Councillor's report


Cllr Leonard gave his apologies for being slightly late. He reported: 



The Joint Management between SODC and the Vale of the White Horse is working well and a 


combined Planning Team is being established.


Waste: This has settled down and over 70% waste is now recycled.


Cllr Leonard was asked about the lack of facilities for recycling textiles. He will look into this.

98/09 Police Matters


Lisa Wallman reported that she is using the speeding equipment in the local area when it is available. 
She recently found a number of people speeding in the village. They were local people. The Police 
Surgeries held outside the shop are not being used. It was suggested that if the clerk was notified of 
the dates and times of the surgery, she would put them on the village board.                                                                                                                                      
99/09 Public Forum


Items that the public were interested in were already on the agenda.
100/09 Financial Situation

100.01/09 The account balances for October were circulated.

100.02/09 Cllr Ransom proposed the accounts be paid.  This was seconded by Cllr Rollason

100.03/09 The returned audit for 2008-9 was accepted and approved. This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Rollason. The clerk was thanked for her work. There were no issues.  
101/09 Applications for grants and donations


101.01/09 A grant application has been received from the Kiln Lane Maintenance Association to 
support the maintenance of Kiln Lane. £750 was approved by the Parish Council. This was proposed 
by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Rollason. 


101.02/09 A request for a donation from Sue Ryder Care - The Nettlebed Hospice was received. After 
discussion, Cllr Rollason proposed that £250 be donated to this local cause. This was seconded by Cllr 
Timms.
102/09 Planning Matters

New Applications 

P09/E0880 One 300mm microwave dish at a height of 29.7m on existing mast. Coppid Hall Estate 
Sonning Common Road Binfield Heath RG9 4DX. A working party recommended this for approval. 
Decision ratified.


P09/E0930 Installation of solar panel to rear roof elevation. The Well House Crowsley (in the parish
of Binfield Heath) RG9 4JL. A working party recommended this for refusal. Decision ratified.


P09/E1013 Proposed two storey side and rear extension including demolition of existing single storey
work. 15 Heath Drive Binfield Heath RG9 4LX. A working party recommended this for approval. 
Decision ratified.


P09/E1025 Demolition of existing house, erection of two semi-detached houses with own vehicular 
access. 1 Swedish Houses Kiln Lane Binfield Heath RG9 4EJ. A working party recommended this for 
refusal. Decision ratified.


P09/E1058 Extension of the existing garage Woodlark Cottage Gravel Road Binfield Heath RG9 4LZ. 
The response to this is to be decided.
Applications Granted 

P09/E0754/LB Minor amendments to existing consents – raise level of floor in TV room, alter 
existing doorways accordingly (as amended by drawing nos.190 rev P2 and 191 rev P2 accompanying 
letter from Agent dated 7 September 2009). Holmwood Shiplake Road Binfield Heath RG9 4DP


P09/E0838 Construction of “log cabin” style garage. (As per amended plan drawing number 
DR090804 and applicant’s e-mail dated 10th September 2009). 1 Chapel Cottages Dunsden Way 
Binfield Heath RG9 4LH

Chilterns AONB Planning Conference was attended by Cllr Summerland. This was noted.

103/09 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

103.01/09  Seat outside Kings Common Close: This request was made by the residents. The Housing Association has requested assurance from the Parish Council that it will assume total responsibility for the maintenance of the seat and any ensuing problems. This assurance will be given. They will also be informed that all the residents have already been consulted and approve. (Clerk to action). The seat is arriving this week and a quotation for its erection is to be sought. (Cllr Englefield to action). 
103.02/09 G K Motors: The owner of G K Motors has been exploring the future of the commercial premises  has been in initial consultation with the authorities. The owner sees development as a possible opportunity for the village to suggest an amenity; it needs in a mix of housing and business and that maybe the Parish Plan Committee could consider some ideas. Cllr Timms will take this to the next meeting. Cllr Leonard will speak to the Planning Team regarding any opportunities for change of use.  
103.03/09 Use of Road Safety Team’s Mobile Information Unit: This is available for any village event.  
103.04/09 BT Phone Box in Binfield Heath: The clerk reported that BT is waiting for the contractor to 
visit the site and make a report. BT is not considering the removal of the phone box at the present 
time. The clerk was asked to enquire if it was possible to exchange the present kiosk for a traditional 
red kiosk that could be adopted if one became available. (Clerk to Action)
103.05/09 Footpaths: The footpaths have been walked and councillors were asked to send their reports to Cllr Pawson. Footpath 14 was still subject to dog fouling. Notices are to be placed around the village reminding people of their responsibility as dog owners. (Cllr Pawson to action).  The fallen tree reported last month is still blocking Footpath 20 through Bluebell Wood and a letter to Jonathan Marks is to be written. (Clerk to Action)
103.06/09 Kiln Lane: This has now been resurfaced and the grant cheque will be forwarded to Dominic Barton for the Kiln Lane Maintenance Association. (Clerk to Action)
103.07/09 Gravel Road: Cllr Timms reported a developing hole causing subsidence in Gravel Road opposite 5 Spring Terrace.  This is to be reported to OCC. (Clerk to Action)
104/09 Consultations

Statement of Community Involvement Review. It was passed to Cllr Leonard for interpretation.


The National Highways and Transport Survey. Cllr Timms will complete the survey.
105/09 Parish Plan 


There has not been a meeting in the last few weeks.
106/09 Matters for future consideration: 

Date of next meeting 
Monday 23rd November 2009

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

15/09 Recreation Ground 
C15.01/09 Health and Safety policy: A policy has been drawn up in response to the Improvement Notice. It 
covers the aspects raised by the HSE. This was discussed and amendments to be incorporated were made. 
Adoption of the policy was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Timms. All agreed.  A copy of the 
amended policy is to be sent to the HSE to ensure that it satisfies the Notice. (Clerk to Action)
C15.02/09 Playground Equipment: The monthly inspection has taken place. The equipment, although quite safe, is showing signs of wear, particularly the popular adventure trail, part of which has had to be removed. It was decided to ask Robin Head if repairs could be made to the feet of the slide that would ensure that the slide, which is otherwise in good order, will last for a few more years. The shelter also requires a small repair. Cllr Englefield will speak to Roger Davis about the ROSPA report, which did not highlight the weaknesses. (Cllr Englefield to action)
C15.03/09 Litter in Blue Bags: This is still only collected occasionally by the Refuse Collection. Cllr Leonard 
will take up the problem if tomorrow’s collection is not made. (Cllr Englefield to action)
C15.04/09 Volunteers: Clarification regarding the liability for volunteers is to be sought. (Clerk to Action)
16/09 Allotments

Formal adoption of the 1908 Allotment Act is important to establish and the Councillors are searching the past minutes of Shiplake Parish Council from 1864 to the late 1990s in order to find out whether adoption ever took place. Other items are deferred until this has been established. 
17/09 Matters for future consideration: Future of some playground equipment; allotment rules and 
tenancies. 
Date of next meeting
Monday 23rd November 2009

The meetings closed at 9.50 pm

