BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday November 23rd 2009 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Cllr L. Ransom, Cllr P Rollason, Cllr B Timms, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr R Pawson, Cllr Carol Viney,(OCC) and Cllr Leonard (SODC). One member of the public. PCSO Lisa Wallman.
107/09 Apologies for absence


None.
108/09 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Ransom declared an interest in one of the grant applications, Cllr Pawson declared an interest in planning applicationP09/E1058 and Cllr Englefield declared an interest in the British Legion donation.   

109/09 Minutes of the meeting held on 26th October 2009
Cllr Englefield proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Rollason.

110/09 County Councillor's report


Cllr Viney reported:


Budget: OCC has to make even more savings over a 5 year period. However, social services will 
continue to be prioritised. Cllr Viney was asked if cuts were going to be made with roads. The 
Parish Council was assured that safety would always be a major concern. 


Funds: 80-90% of Icelandic investments will be returned.

TIF fund: Cllr Viney briefed the councillors regarding the TIF. She is scheduled to speak to the Cabinet 
on 24th November. There is concern about OCC’s position with regard to the level of its involvement 
with Reading Borough Council. 
111/09 District Councillor's report

Cllr Leonard had been asked about the lack of facilities for recycling textiles. He reported that at 
present 
there was no separate collection for textiles.

He was asked about listed buildings in Binfield Heath. Cllr Timms had been told that there were no 
listed buildings in the village although this was known to be false. It appears that they are listed in 
other parishes prior to Binfield Heath Parish Council being established.


Shared management: is continuing and is down to the next level for the reorganisation and shared 
teams. 

Annual Residents Survey: Customer satisfaction had increased and in 2009 SODC won an award for 
the Best Green Direct Mail.

Green Belt: The Secretary of State wishes to take over an area of Green Belt Land south of Oxford. SODC is extremely concerned and is watching closely. Cllr Summerland asked about the possibility of change from commercial land to housing land. It is not SODC policy to make this change.
112/09 Police Matters


Lisa Wallman reported that there had been a number of attempted break-ins in Binfield Heath. It was 
suspected that a white tipper truck was involved in these. Arrests for smoking cannabis had taken 
place. The police have been successfully focusing on anti-social behaviour over the last few weeks.
113/09 Public Forum

There were no comments from the floor at this time.

114/09 Financial Situation

114.01/09 The financial position for November was circulated. 
114.02/09 Cllr Summerland proposed the accounts be paid.  This was seconded by Cllr Rollason

114.03/09 The draft budget for 2010-11 had been prepared and was discussed in preparation for the precept. A precept of £9,000 will be requested. This decision was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Rollason. All agreed.
115/09 Applications for grants and donations

115.01/09 A Request from South and Vale Carers Centre. The Parish Council discussed this application but refused it. The Parish Council has to restrict its donations to local causes which benefit people in the parish. (Clerk to Action)

115.02/09 British Legion Poppy Appeal:A donation of £50 towards the cost of the wreath for the 
Remembrance Day Service is to be sent to the British Legion Poppy Appeal. (Clerk to Action)

115.02/09 Shiplake School has requested some financial support towards a book about the history of 
the school. There were no costs mentioned and more information will be sought. (Clerk to action) 
In principle a modest donation was approved.

116/09 Planning Matters

New Applications 

P09/E1058 Extension of the existing garage Woodlark Cottage Gravel Road Binfield Heath RG9 4LZ 
A working party recommended this for approval. Decision ratified.


P09/E1120 Replace existing temporary outbuildings with new outbuildings. (Amendment to 
application P09/E0205) Kiln House Kiln Lane Binfield Heath RG9 4ES A working party 
recommended this for approval. Decision ratified.


P09/E1147 Two storey rear extension and alterations to house and new double entrance gates. 
Keepers Cottage, Long Copse, Kiln Lane, Binfield Heath, RG9 4EL . A working party 
recommended this for refusal. Decision ratified.

Applications Granted 

P09/E0754/LB Minor amendments to existing consents – raise level of floor in TV room, alter 

existing doorways accordingly (as amended by drawing nos.190 rev P2 and 191 rev P2 accompanying 
letter from Agent dated 7 September 2009). Holmwood Shiplake Road Binfield Heath RG9 4DP


P09/E0838 Construction of “log cabin” style garage. (As per amended plan drawing number 
DR090804 and applicant’s e-mail dated 10th September 2009). 1 Chapel Cottages Dunsden Way 

Binfield Heath RG9 4LH 

P09/E0880 One 300mm microwave dish at a height of 29.7m on existing mast. Coppid Hall Estate 
Sonning Common Road Binfield Heath RG9 4DX.

Other


G K Motors The Parish Council has obtained as much information as possible at this time.

Chilterns AONB Planning Conference was attended by Cllr Summerland. There was nothing relevant 
to report.

117/09 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

117.01/09  Seat outside Kings Common Close: Cllr Englefield agreed to meet Sovereign Vale to discuss the seat and other matters. A letter is to be written to this effect. (Clerk to action). 
117.02/09 Footpaths: Signs requesting that dog owners show more responsibility for their dogs’ fouling the footpaths, are to be displayed on some footpaths, initially Footpath 14.
117.03/09 Kiln Lane: The resurfacing has been completed.
117.04/09 Reading TIF: This was discussed previously.
117.05/09 Green Pond: N& P Prickett are to be asked again to remove the two self-seeded trees in front of Green Pond. (Clerk to Action)
117.06/09 Road Closure: This is now in place. The Parish Councillors were not as happy with the bus transport arrangements as they were earlier in the year. It is quite possible to allow the minibus to travel along Gravel Road. The clerk is to request that next time the same bus arrangements as earlier in the year should be put into place. 
117.07/09 Bus stop sign: There is a bus stop sign missing from roughly opposite the existing bus stop outside the White Hart Public House in Binfield Heath. A resident has asked if this could be reinstated as the bus no longer stops where the sign is missing. A letter is to be written. (Clerk to Action)                                                                                                                         
118/09 Consultations

None

119/09 Parish Plan 

Questions have been drawn up for the questionnaire and these are being checked to ensure that the answers will be as useful as possible. Cllr Rollason to add questions about the Reading TIF bid.
120/09 Matters for future consideration:  Clerk to be notified.
Date of next meeting 
Monday January 25th 2010
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

18/09 Recreation Ground 
18.01/09 Health and Safety policy: The Improvement Notice has been seen and accepted by the HSE. Councillors were reminded that a review of ongoing contractors needs to be made every three months (starting January) to ensure that there are no health & safety issues. Risk assessments will also be reviewed. (Clerk to Action)
18.02/09 Playground Equipment: The routine inspection had taken place. Cllr Englefield spoke to Roger Davis about the ROSPA report. He confirmed that volunteers who have a level of competence can assist in the necessary repairs to the playground equipment. The felt roof of the shelter will be repaired over the next week.
18.03/09 Volunteers: The clerk reported that volunteers were covered for public liability between the ages of 
15 and 75 years of age provided that the PC is aware of who is volunteering and what they are doing. Len Meddick was thanked for his services over the years. 

18.04/09 Litter: There was a considerable amount of litter at the far end of the playground this month. It is not easy to place a litter bin so far down. It is to be hoped that it is an isolated incident.

18.05/09 Accident update: It was decided to inform the insurers of the Parish Council that it does not feel responsible for the accident that occurred earlier in the year. (Clerk to Action)
19/09  Allotments
19.01/09 Rent renewals: These are to be sent out with an apology for the lateness this year. The existing rules still apply at present but the tenants will be informed that the rules and management are under review. Tenants will also be asked if anyone would like to relinquish an allotment as there is a waiting list. (Clerk to Action)
19.02/09 1908 Allotment Act: It has been discovered from an exhaustive archive search that the 1908 Allotment Act was never adopted by Shiplake Parish Council. The solicitor is to be instructed to proceed with the paperwork necessary to pursue the adoption of the act at a cost of up to £500. Proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Rollason. All agreed. (Clerk to Action)
20/09 Matters for future consideration: allotment rules and tenancies; litter bins; risk assessments.
Date of next meeting
Monday 25th January 2009

The meetings closed at 10.00 pm

