BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday 23rd March 2009 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Councillor E Ransom (in chair), Cllr P Rollason, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr B Timms, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr Malcolm Leonard (SODC) and five members of the public.
025/09 Apologies for absence


Cllr C Viney (OCC)
026/09 Declarations of Interest 

Cllr S Summerland declared an interest for any discussion re the potential application for the 
swimming pool at Holmwood
027/09 Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February 2009
Cllr Ransom proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Summerland.
028/09 County Councillor's report
Councillor Viney sent information about the closure of Oakley Wood. This was tabled.
029/09 District Councillor's report

Cllr Leonard reported: a) Council tax was a 2.9% rise - below inflation due to savings made by the 
shared management with the Vale of the White Horse. The new structure is almost complete. 

b) The importance of reading the Core Strategy and making responses was stressed. This will 
shape the district for the next 20 years. Councillors’ comments can be sent to the clerk who will 
complete the form to be returned (Clerk to Action). The model will be on view on the 2nd April.

c) Planning Demonstrations showing how to deal with paperless planning applications are taking
place at SODC on Wednesday 8th April 2-5pm and Friday 24th April 9.30am-12.30pm. Cllr 
Summerland will attend one of these. (Clerk to notify council of date)

d) The new waste arrangements are to begin in June. Only one vehicle a week will attend the village. 
Discussion took place about the special arrangements necessary for some residents. It was 
emphasised that the increased amount of material that could be recycled would mean that bins 
were easily capable of holding two weeks of non-recyclable rubbish. The problem of collection 
from the recreation ground was raised and the clerk was asked to check if bags can be put out as in 
the previous arrangement. (Clerk to Action)
030/09 Public Forum

A new resident of Kiln Lane in Binfield Heath is hoping to make progress towards an improvement in 
the state of Kiln Lane that has become unsafe as a byway for pedestrians and cyclists. He is 
endeavouring to find out what would be the best lasting surface. He requested the support of the 
Parish Council. He will also be asking the Housing Association for some support. Peter Ronald and 
Hugh Potter are to be asked about the responsibility of OCC in this regard. (Clerk to Action)
Mr Meddick asked again if there had been any response to the letter to BT re the lack of a reliable Broadband.  He was informed that there has still been no response but that the clerk will write again with a request that a microfibre system be provided. (Clerk to Action).
Mr Meddick requested that a record of councillor attendance at meetings was kept. 
Mr Meddick reiterated his disappointment over the Parish Council’s decision not to pursue the footpath modification. 

031/09 Financial Situation

019.01/09 The account balances were circulated. 
019.02/09 Cllr Pawson proposed the accounts be paid.  This was seconded by Cllr Timms.
032/09 Planning Matters
New Applications 

P09/E0159/LB (Listed Building Consent) Alterations to main house. Single storey front porch to replace existing. Demolish service yard wall and lean to. Form new windows in front and side elevations. Alter doorway in side elevation. Replace existing principal staircase with new in new location. Alter 1no.roof truss and form access stair to attic to create habitable room. Internal alterations to form kitchen/family room and alter layout of bathrooms and bedrooms. Holmwood Shiplake Row Binfield Heath  RG9 4DP. Recommended for approval.
P09/E0224/LB (Listed Building Consent) Alterations to cottage/annexe and courtyard buildings.  Holmwood Shiplake Row Binfield Heath  RG9 4DP. Recommended for approval.
Applications granted 
P09/E0017 Two-storey rear extension at Primrose Cottage, 3 Heathfield Avenue, Binfield Heath RG9 4ED Amendment No 1(As amended by Drawing No. PRIMROSE/2D

P08/E1397 Alterations to access arrangements by creation of new point of access. Closure of existing access and formation of new driveway (as amended by drawing no.M247/8 & covering letter recd 2 March 2009). Holmwood, Shiplake Row, Binfield Heath  RG9 4DP

P09/E0225 Alterations to annexe accommodation to incorporate cottage into main dwelling,  Alterations to  courtyard buildings including  lean-to extension , to allow formation of new flat, forming single storey glazed link between main house and courtyard buildings. Holmwood, Shiplake Row, Binfield Heath RG9 4DP

Attention was drawn to the fact that GKS Coachbuilders need to develop their site and may put in an application for 3 cottages and studio space to retain the commercial aspect of the development. It would appear that parish councillors are having their views sought before parishioners put in their planning applications. The Parish Council is advised to wait and look at the outline planning application.
033/09 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

033.01/09 Green Pond: Green Pond continues to flourish.

033.02/09 Kissing Gates: There has been no response from Savills re the lowering of some of the stiles as yet. The Phillimore Estate is looking at the footpath made difficult for walkers by horses.  
033.03/09 Traffic Calming: Item deferred until all councillors are present. 
033.04/09 Waste: See Cllr Leonard’s report.
033.05/09 Chilterns Access Conference: Cllr Timms attended an Access conference discussing footpaths and bridleways. There is a desire to improve access for horse riders by a greater connection of bridleways. Research had shown a general desire for more circular walks and better signage. Cllr Timms reported that there is a grant to improve footpaths providing information on signs along walks encouraging walkers by pointing out local shops and public houses on a route. The possibility of designing a local footpath map around Binfield Heath was briefly discussed.
034/09 Annual Parish Meeting and future dates of meetings

Discussion about the subject for an annual meeting of the parish took place and it was decided that if a 
visiting speaker would come and talk to the parishioners about the Reading Transport Innovation 
Fund, then the APM could be in either April or May. Clerk to write to Cllr Peter Scholar (OCC) to ask if 
he was free to come and talk at one of those meetings.

Future meeting dates are, at present, as follows: April 27th; May 18th; June 22nd; July 27th; 

035/09 Parish Plan

The Parish Plan Committee is formulating the questionnaire that will be sent around the village later in the year. The Parish Council was asked if it wanted any subject included.
036/09Website Item deferred in Cllr Pawson’s absence.
037/09 Matters for future consideration: APM; value of playground equipment; website; TIF Bid.
Date of next meeting 
Monday 27th April 2009

All members of the public left.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

Minutes of the meeting held at the Scout Hut on Monday 23rd March after the meeting of Binfield Heath Parish Council 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

05/09 Recreation Ground
05.01/09 The recreation ground has been inspected. 
05.02/09 The two pieces of wood from the adventure trail that need to be replaced are to be ordered. (Clerk to Action)
06/09 Allotments
There is now a waiting list for allotments. It was decided that although all requests will be considered, priority will be given to residents living within the parish. A letter is to be written to all allotment holders reminding them of the rule that all plots must be cultivated or show work in progress and requesting that any tenant wishing to relinquish a plot to let the clerk know so that it can be offered to the next person on the list. (Clerk to Action)
Date of next meeting
Monday 27th April 2009

The meetings closed at 9.30 pm

