BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday 23rd June 2008 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Councillor E Ransom (in chair), Cllr Sue Summerland, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr R. Pawson, Cllr P Rollason, Cllr B Timms, Cllr C Viney (OCC), Cllr M Leonard (SODC)
366/08 Apologies for absence

None
367/08 Declarations of interest

Cllr Timms declared two interests for two items on the agenda: one for the grant for the Parish Plan and one for the Community Orchard.
368/08 Minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2008
Cllr Pawson proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr E Ransom.

369/08 County Councillor's report 

Cllr Viney reported that:

369.01/08 as a member she would be attending the meeting of the Henley Rural Neighbourhood Action Group on 26th June.

369.02/08 £7.7 million has been secured for the improvement in Early Years Provision in the County. Buildings and environments will be improved providing enough places for all 3 & 4 yr olds.

369.03/08 Park and Ride - Oxford City Council have handed the management of the car parks to 

OCC. It will now be free to park.

369.04/08 OCC is seeking to identify rogue traders. They will be asked for identification. If you are concerned about a trader working for you, contact OCC Trading Standards: Tel:0845051 0845 or e-mail: trading.standards@oxfordshire.gov.uk
369.05 Cllr Viney was asked to raise the issue of to whom, in terms of police, members of the public should turn if they are in a situation where they feel threatened. Reading Police are far closer than Oxford.  Cllr Viney agreed to raise this as a concern.
370/08 District Councillor's report
Cllr  Leonard advised:
370.01/08 A reminder was given of the election taking place in Henley on Thursday. Voting will take place in Dunsden from 7am to 10pm
370.02/08 SODC has a detailed action plan for Henley. Meetings are taking place with Henley Town Council and Henley Partnership to discuss public space improvement, Christmas Decorations and other initiatives.
370.03/08 There is a great need for SODC to save money where possible in an aim to keep rates down in the next few years.

370.04/08 Cllrs were reminded that two representatives of the PC are welcome to attend the meeting of the District and County Councils on November 11th.

370.05/08 SODC has handed out £13,800 to 36 young people to recognise their achievements in sports and the arts. Bursaries of up to £500 are available for residents (under 25) in South Oxfordshire.

370.06/08 Cllr Leonard was asked about changes in the frequency of household waste collection. The Council was told that recycling would only be collected once a fortnight. There was discussion on this and he was also asked if he could investigate the collection of public waste (ref: the lack of any official collection from the recreation ground or large events like the flower show.)
371/08 Public Forum
No members of the public were present

372/08 Financial Situation

372.01/08  The account balances were circulated. 
372.02/08 The Annual Summary of Accounts is still delayed. It will be dealt with by a working party before the next meeting.

372.03/08 The accounts were presented for payment. Cllr Rollason proposed the accounts be paid.  This was seconded by Cllr Englefield.
372.04/08 Expenses to councillors were paid.

373/08 Grant Applications

373.01/08 A request has been received from The Eye & Dunsden Parish Council for a donation towards the Community Orchard. This was discussed and it was proposed that the Eye & Dunsden Community Orchard complete a grant form on receipt of which the council will donate £150.
374/08 Planning Matters

New Applications
P08/E0341 The Larches, Binfield Heath (Revised drawings related to application) (Cllr Summerland) Recommended for approval

P08/E0427 New four bedroom house. (Amended Details) Applecroft Gravel Road Binfield Heath RG9 4LT Recommended for refusal 

Applications granted


None

Cllr Summerland raised the question of a set of tall iron railings erected at the end of a property in the parish.  It was decided that Cllr Summerland should check that planning permission had been given due to the height.
Clerk to investigate whether new signs in B&G grounds a)were on the footpath or b) needed planning permission.
375/08 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

375.01/08 Signage improvement. The list of signage improvement was discussed. These will be submitted to SODC for their consideration. (Clerk to action)
375.02/08 Footpaths. Cllr Pawson distributed maps of the footpaths in the parish and suggested that when the footpaths are walked councillors arm themselves with some shears. Cllr Ransom added that a carrier bag for the collection of rubbish would also be a good idea.
375.03/08 A concern was raised over 5mph sign that has been erected on a footpath/bridle path in B&G grounds (see planning). (Clerk to action)
375.04/08 The footpath sign on the recreation ground is facing the wrong footpath leading dog walkers across the play area.
375.05/08 A local footpath is blocked by some overhanging hedges and hedge cuttings. Residents are responsible for keeping the footpath behind their properties clear by keeping hedges trimmed and ensuring that all cutting are removed. A letter reminding residents in this area is to be sent. (Clerk to action)
375.06/08 Green Pond is very overgrown. Quotes for clearing and tidying are to be requested. (Clerk to action)
376/08 Parish Plan
Cllr Timms gave a general update on the progress of the parish plan as no minutes of the meetings have been received so far.
377/08 Website

 Cllr Pawson has yet to talk to Mr Coulson re the sample website.
378/08 Consultations
Consultation on Bus Strategy (Cllr Pawson) - Nothing to report


OCC Road Safety & Travel Plans Scheme: Home 2 School Newsletter (Cllr Englefield) -

Nothing to report

379/08 Contract for clerk


Deferred till July
Date of next meeting 
Monday 28th July 2008.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

Minutes of the meeting held at the Scout Hut on Monday 19th May after the meeting of Binfield Heath Parish Council 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

16/08 Recreation Ground
13.01/08 Cllr Englefield reported that the monthly inspection has taken place. Discussion took place over the reporting of any safety issues by the volunteers who do a weekly check. There is a book in the shop for this purpose and a question as to its use was raised. 
13.02/08 The picnic table will be placed on the recreation ground in the next week.
13.03/08 Cllr Englefield would like to register his thanks to the willing band of volunteers who came forward to help with the spreading of the new bark.
13.04/08 The Parish Council in consultation with the Playground Committee will be asked to try to sell the climbing frame.


13.05/08 Cllr Englefield will attend the Recreation Grounds Roadshow on the 25th June.
17/08 Allotments
Cllr Timms reported:

17.02/08 Chickens are to be kept at one end of the allotments in an area unsuitable for planting. 
17.02/08 A concern over the continued breaching of the hedge alongside the allotments was raised. The correct entrances must be used. A letter is to be sent to the person concerned. (Clerk to action)
17.03/08 A concern over the growth of the willow ‘fence’ on one of the allotments. These are now growing tall and overhanging the paths. A letter is to be sent to the person concerned. (Clerk to action)
18/08  Date of next meeting

Monday 28th July
The meetings closed at 10.20pm
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