BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday July 25th 2011 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm.                                                                                     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present Cllr P Rollason, Cllr L Ransom, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr B Timms, Cllr Hugh Lacey and Cllr R Simister (SODC) 
072/11 Apologies for absence Cllr Carol Viney (OCC).
073/11 Declarations of Interest None
074/11 Minutes of the meeting held on June 27th 2011
Cllr Summerland proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Englefield. All agreed. 
075/11 County Councillor's report No report this month: 
076/11 District Councillor's report Cllr Simister reported that a) SODC Young Achievers Awards for Arts, Sport and Citizenship are available for anyone in the community 11-18 yrs of age. (www.southoxon.gov.uk/grants)
b) SODC grants have been awarded for local buildings. c) The review of the May local elections has been published. d) Verdant has changed its name to BIFFA. e) The recycling figures have increased from 69% to 76.4%. f) The addendum to the core strategy has been published. Planning provision for an increased number of dwellings to be built in the next 15 yrs. is to be made before March next year.
077/11 Police Matters No police presence. 
078/11 Public Forum Mr Len Meddick raised his objection to the awarding of grants/donations to other organisations. The chairman explained that there are not a large number of grant or donation applications and that the policy of the Parish Council is to look at each application on its merit and decide whether there is benefit to the parishioners. 
Mr Meddick also reported that a hole had been cut in the hedge in front of the houses in Kings Common Close. It appears that another gap is also being sought for the purposes of short cuts. The hedge was part of the original planning development. A letter is to be written to SOHA to report this and with a request to look at the health of the trees there. (Clerk to Action)
079/11 Financial Situation

079.01/11 The financial position was circulated. 
079.03/11 The accounts were presented for payment. Cheques to the value of £941.82 were signed. Payment for these was proposed by Cllr Rollason and seconded by Cllr Englefield. All agreed.

080/11 Applications for grants or donations 

It was decided to make a donation of £50 to St John Ambulance with a request that it goes to the local 
area of Henley. All agreed. (Clerk to Action)
081/11 Planning Matters
New Applications

 P11/E1075/LB Replace 5 softwood timber windows to front elevation Jasmine Cottage Crowsley (in 
the parish of Binfield Heath) RG9 4JLP This application was discussed and is to be recommended for 
approval.
Applications Granted 


P11//E0726 Erection of two storey side extension 10 Heathfield Close Binfield Heath RG9 4DS
082/11 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

082.01/11 Footpaths. Some footpaths are still difficult to 
walk and letters will be written to the 
landowners. (Clerk to action) 
082/02/11 Footpath diversion. Andy Sylvester (Rights of Way Officer) is considering this problem.
082.03/11 Salt bins. The clerk reported that OCC have asked the parish council to wait before taking 
any action regarding the provision of salt bins.
082/04/11 Potholes. Some of the potholes in the village have been filled but others marked and 
unmarked nearby are still causing problems. This will be reported. (Clerk to Action)
083/11 Consultations The draft Electoral Boundary Review has been published. The addendum to the Core 
Strategy has also been published. Further comments are welcome.
084/11 Parish Plan A meeting is to be arranged to organise distribution.
085/11 Diamond Jubilee The Village Society is hoping to arrange a celebration event on the recreation 
ground. The Parish Council will give its full support. Cllr Summerland suggested that Diamond 
Jubilee mugs could be made locally and donated to the primary age children. Cllr Summerland will 
look into this.
Matters for future consideration: footpath diversion. 










Meeting ended at 9.20 pm.

Date of next meeting   Monday September 26th 2011
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
017/11 Recreation Ground 

17.01/11 Inspections: The playground has had its regular inspections. The ROSPA inspection is also 
due this month. All gates and fencing are in position and only awaiting a spring.
17.02/11 Playground Equipment: Cllr Englefield has obtained quotations for soil to build up the level of the area for the replacement equipment. The Parish Council is grateful for the grant from the playground committee. The Parish Council now has the funds to pay for the new equipment. It was decided that this should now be purchased. All agreed.
18/11 Allotments 

18.01/11 The tree overhanging the road is on allotment land and the branch is to be cut down and removed. (Clerk to action).

18.02/11 There were no adverse comments from the other tenants so permission was given for a tenant to keep three chickens on an allotment. (Clerk to action).


18.03/11 It is understood that some theft of produce has taken place and that a padlock has been fitted to the gate. The Parish Council is sympathetic to the loss of food but the policing of the allotments is the responsibility of the tenants. It must be ensured that all tenants and the trustees have access to the allotments at all times.

18.04/11 An inspection of the allotments is due and will take place shortly. A letter is to be written to the allotment tenants.

19/11  Public Forum Mr Meddick expressed his compliments to Cllr Englefield for the excellent condition and appearance of the recreation ground. All agreed. He also commented on the generous donation offered by the playground committee for the replacement play equipment.
20/11  Matters for future consideration 
Date of next meeting
Monday September 26th 2011


The meeting closed at 10.10pm

