BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday 27th July 2009 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Cllr L. Ransom,  Cllr P Rollason, Cllr B Timms, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr G Englefield and Cllr Leonard (SODC). Two members of the public.
67/09 Apologies for absence


Cllr C Viney, Cllr R. Pawson
68/09 Declarations of Interest


None

69/09 Minutes of the meeting held on 29th June 2009
Cllr Rollason proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Englefield.

70/09 County Councillor's report


No report this month.

71/09 District Councillor's report


Cllr Leonard reported: Full awards had been made by SODC to enable new facilities to be built 


at both Kidmore End and Henley Cricket Clubs.


Homechoice: This has been extended to cover the whole of Oxfordshire providing greater choice of 
homes for those on the housing register.

SODC Green Belt land: Protests continue over the government’s intention to build on Grenoble Rd.


Waste: Since the onset of the new scheme, SODC has seen a clear rise in the rate of recycling. There 
are still some teething problems and solutions are being sought.


Speed Limits: Parish Councils are being asked to comment on changes to the speed limit on a few local 
roads. There are no proposed changes in Binfield Heath.


Park & Ride: Mapledurham Estate has shown interest in a Park & Ride site.
72/09 Public Forum

Mr. Meddick informed the Parish Council that a lightning bolt had hit a house in the village and destroyed the BT telephone cabling to an area of the village. He requested that the PC request urgent action regarding this problem. He also informed the Parish Council that it appeared that, despite still needing the use of a BT line, residents were excluded from the Phone Book if they employed another supplier for their telephone. Mr Meddick will report any other people similarly affected and the PC will then respond to BT with an objection on the grounds of a) public service b) subscribers still pay BT for a landline. Mr Meddick advised to contact our MP.

73/09 Police Matters

Nick Townsend from Sonning Common Police Station introduced himself. He will now be the first contact for problems in the parish. He reported that crime was low in Binfield Heath with only 6 incidents reported. Speed detection is going to take place in the village and councillors advised that the centre of the village and Sonning Common Road were the most important areas, not the A4155. 
74/09 Financial Situation

74.01/09 The account balances were circulated. 

74.02/09 The Parish Council is aware that the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance Cover to our funds is insufficient. However, in the light of imminent financial commitments in the near future it is unlikely that an increase will be necessary.

74.03/09 Cllr Summerland proposed the accounts be paid.  This was seconded by Cllr Rollason. 

74.04/09 Cllr Ransom proposed that the increase in the clerk’s hourly rate of pay be paid from May 2009 according to the NALC recommended rate from April 2008. This was seconded by Cllr Rollason. Cllr Ransom also proposed an ex-gratia payment of £650 (to cover tax) to the clerk for the extra hours being created by the recent accident and problem with a tenant on the allotment. Seconded by Cllr Rollason. The clerk expressed her gratitude.

75/09 Planning Matters

New Applications 


P09/E0686 Two storey three bedroom detached house. Applecroft, Gravel Road, Binfield Heath  RG9 
4LT.  A working party had no strong views on this application. Decision ratified.


P09/E0670 Single storey side and rear extension following demolition of detached garage. 8 
Heathfield Close Binfield Heath RG9 4DS. After discussion, a working party had no strong views on   
this application. Decision ratified.


P09/E0717 Construction of a water storage pond and adjoining pump house. Coppid Hall Estate Polo 
Field Binfield Heath RG9. A working party recommended this application for approval. Decision 
ratified. 



Applications granted


P09/E0452 Single storey rear extension at The Old House Binfield Heath RG9 4DR

               P09/E0453/LB Single storey rear extension. Internal alterations and demolition of partitions. 
Installation of roof window to rear west roof slope (to light en-suite shower). Replacement of 3 
windows. The Old House Binfield Heath RG9 4DR 

Applications Withdrawn

P09/E0455 Erection of two storey extension and conservatory at 1 Sweet Briar Cottages Binfield 
Heath RG9 4LP

Applications Refused

P09/E0204 Removal of caravan accommodation and erection of a dwelling and garage/store. 
Restoration/creation of landscaping and cessation of all other uses authorised by certificate of lawful 
development P06/E0048/LD at Kiln House Kiln Lane Binfield Heath RG9 4ES 


P09/E0205 Replace existing temporary outbuildings with new outbuildings and access at Kiln House 
Kiln Lane Binfield Heath RG9 4ES 

P09/E0469 Rear and side extensions, loft conversion including alterations to existing roof, addition of 
two new dormer windows, internal alterations and associated works. Demolition of existing flat roofed 
garages and replacement with pitched roof garage in altered position at Carillon Heathfield Avenue 
Binfield Heath RG9 4ED including Amendment No 1 – dated 29th June 2009.


Variation of Tree Preservation Order No. 32/2003 on Kiln Lands. This was noted.
 

76/09 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

76.01/09 Footpaths. It was resolved to request that OCC Highways move the footpath sign at the Dunsden Way entrance to the Recreation Ground a few feet down Dunsden Way to the new entrance via footpath 18. OCC will also be asked to re-erect the Stop sign at the Sonning Common crossroads and update the Parish Council on the status of the fingerpost in the centre of the village ordered a few months ago. (Clerk to Action) 
The Parish Council has checked its mandate for erecting signs related to the owner’s responsibility for dog fouling as this is a real problem on the local footpaths. Signs are to be erected. (Cllr Pawson to action)
Cllr Summerland has received advice on suitable wild flowers for the village verges. It was resolved to begin by planting in the area around the bus stop.
76.02/09 Provision of seat request: Cllr Englefield spoke to the residents of Kings Common Close. The Parish Council agreed to the provision of a bench on the grass verge in front of Kings Common Close. OCC is to check the position of the seat. Cllr Englefield is awaiting a quotation for a bench.
76.03/09 Green Pond: The Parish Council is to request that Pricketts strim around the pond especially on the road side and also to strim the area around the bus stop. (Clerk to Action)

76.04/09 TIF: The questionnaires are now being returned and the data will be collated.

77/09 Consultations


Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople. The contents of the consultation were noted.
78/09 Parish Plan 


No report this month. It was resolved to invite Rob Davis to the September meeting to update the 


Parish Council on the progress of the Parish Plan. (Clerk to Action)
79/09 Matters for future consideration: Parish Plan, Footpaths, TIF.

Date of next meeting 
Monday 21st September  2009* *(a week earlier than usual)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

Minutes of the meeting held at the Scout Hut on Monday 27th July after the meeting of Binfield Heath Parish Council 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11/09 Recreation Ground 

Councillor Englefield reported that the monthly inspection had taken place and it was noted that 


some of playground equipment is old and in need of major repair. After the ROSPA inspection 


this year, it will be necessary to decide whether some of the play equipment be removed and not 


replaced. The Parish Council needs to consider carefully the expenditure necessary to care for the 


playground largely used and enjoyed by children from outside the parish. 
11.01/09 Insurance of Playground equipment. Item deferred until after the ROSPA inspection due before the end of the month.

11.02/09 New bins have been installed.  Councillor Englefield will supply all the volunteers with a key to the bins. In future blue bags obtained from SODC are to be used in the playground. The shop to be asked to keep them in stock. 

11.03/09 The fencing of the playground along Arch Hill is now complete.

11.04/09 New football nets to replace those stolen have arrived. Liam Boughey is prepared to erect and take down the nets when needed. The Parish Council thanks him for this and applauds his commitment.

12/09 Allotments

The Parish Council wished to terminate Julie Doran’s tenancy of an allotment. Following correspondence between her solicitors and advice from the PC’s legal representatives, the Parish Council has agreed that it will not pursue the current eviction order at the present time. However, it will monitor the situation very closely. It has resolved to set up a working group to look at aspects of the management of the allotments including the following:


A review of the tenancy rules in consultation with allotment holders and the PC’s solicitor.


Monthly inspections reporting to each meeting of the Trustees of the Charity.


In consultation with the solicitor drawing up: 



a) a new tenancy contract and 



b) a new procedure for the termination of allotment tenancy 

c) looking at the eligibility for tenancy within the original inclosure act.

The new rules and contract will be ratified by the Trustees on September 7 and sent out with the renewal forms in the autumn. The contract must be signed and returned by allotment holders.

The cost of solicitor advice, from Sargeant and Sheppard to date is approx £750.  This expenditure was approved, proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Englefield. Future costs of up to a ceiling of £1500 for further advice were also approved, proposed by Cllr Englefield and seconded by Cllr Rollason. 
Matters for future consideration: Future of some playground equipment, Playground Insurance, 
Allotments.
Date of next meeting
Monday 21st September 2009** (a week earlier than usual)

A meeting of the Trustees of the Allotments for the Labouring Poor will be held on Monday 7th September.

The meetings closed at 10.30 pm

