BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday February 28th 2011 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm.                                                                                     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present Cllr L Ransom, Cllr P Rollason, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr S Summerland and Cllr B Timms. 
015/11 Apologies for absence Cllr Carol Viney (OCC)
016/11 Declarations of Interest None
017/11 Minutes of the meeting held on 24th January 2011
Matters arising: 011.02/11 Interest by some residents has been shown in thermal imaging.
Cllr Rollason proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Englefield. All agreed. 
018/11 County Councillor's report Cllr Viney sent a report which is attached at the end of the minutes
019/11 District Councillor's report No report this month.
020/11 Police Matters No police presence.
021/11 Public Forum No public presence.

Parishioner Correspondence: Some e-mails have been received from Mr John Allen regarding 
the state of the verges and the damage caused after the hedges had been cut by the Phillimore estate. 
The Parish Council is aware, however, of the difficulty of cutting hedges when the verges are wide. The 
chairman’s response was copied to Lord Phillimore.
022/11 Financial Situation

022.01/11 The financial position was circulated. The clerk confirmed that all tax due on her salary had 
been paid.
022.02/11 The accounts were presented for payment. Cheques to the value of £1,941.69 were signed. Payment for these was proposed by Cllr Rollason and seconded by Cllr Englefield. All agreed.

022.03/11 Councillor expenses. None this month.
023/11 Applications for grants or donations


Private request: The Parish Council is only able to make small grants to local charities so it regrets that 
it is unable to donate to this cause. A letter is to be written to the fund raiser to this effect. (Clerk to 
action).


Urgent Chair Appeal for Sue Ryder- Nettlebed Hospice: The Parish Council would like to help this 
very local cause. The clerk will talk to Eye & Dunsden Parish Council with a view to both contributing 
about £200. (Clerk to action).
024/11 Planning Matters
New Applications

P11/E0085 Erection of 2-bay detached garage Mead House Harpsden Road Binfield Heath RG9 4JU. 
A working party recommended this application for approval. Decision ratified. 

P10/E1774/RET (Retrospective) Conversion of existing outbuilding for use in connection with existing 
dwelling. Proposed addition of new windows and dormer window to front elevation. Dragon 
Cottage Dunsden Way Binfield Heath RG9 4LN. The Parish Council recommended this application for 
approval. 
Applications Granted 
025/11 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance

025.01/11 BT: John Howell requested information about the availability in Binfield Heath to obtain both good broadband and mobile phone reception. This is to be provided. (Cllr Timms to action)
025.02/11 Addresses in Dunsden Way: Cllr Ransom explained that the Chapel in Binfield Heath required a postcode for mail to be delivered.  As a result most Dunsden Way addresses will have to include the road name in their postal address and the cottages in Green Lane will need a new postcode. 
025.03/11 Potholes: A number of deep potholes have appeared around the village. These are to be 
reported. (Clerk to action)
026/11 Consultations None 
027/11 Footpath Diversion The six week High Court appeal period is still current and ends on 18th March 
so any discussions as to a footpath diversion are delayed until after that period. 
028/11 Parish Plan: A copy of the amended questionnaire is with the chairman who will forward it to the 
other councillors. (Chairman to action)
029/11 The Annual Parish Meeting This will take place at the next meeting if it can be arranged. The 
clerk will ask if the Parish Plan Questionnaire could be introduced at the meeting. The clerk will also 
ask if the local PCSO could attend. Posters will be produced. (Clerk to action).
030/11 Local Election The clerk handed out the nomination papers. These must be completed by the next 
meeting so that they can be delivered to the Council Offices.
031/11
Dates The date for the APM and the changed date for the April meeting was arranged. All agreed.
032/11 Matters for future consideration: Local Council Elections, footpath diversion.









Meeting ended at 8.45 pm.

Date of next meeting   Monday March 28th 2011
County Councillor’s Report to Binfield Heath Parish Council:
The County Boundary Review consultation is currently taking place. The County Council have offered to cut the number of Councillors from 74 to 63. This would mean our Divisions would become larger from 2013. It could mean that the Sonning Common Division, apart from the 6 parishes it already serves, might also incorporate Shiplake and Harpsden. Obviously this is a work in progress by the Boundary Commission and the OCC's views are only one of many being sought.

The Library Funding Consultation has been extended until later in the year and many more options now appear to be on the table following extra funding received from Govt., lobbying from Councillors, local pressure groups and individuals. l am hopeful that we can achieve some compromise that keeps the libraries open.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/11 Recreation Ground 

05.01/11 The playground has been inspected.
05.02/11 Playground Equipment: The new equipment is to be purchased. All agreed.
05.03/11 The erection of the gate for the entrance to the recreation ground has been delayed but will be completed as soon as possible. 
05.04/11 The byelaws for the recreation ground were set up on 12th May, 1980. Proof of the correct process having been followed to make them law is required. (Clerk to action).
06/11 Allotments 

06.01/11 Allotment tenancy: The Parish Council decided that as the rent for the last half allotment has not been received, the plot will be advertised. A letter is to be written to the tenant. (Clerk to action).

06.02/11 The Parish Council is not aware of any problems at the allotments at the moment. 
07/11 Public Forum No public presence.
08/11 Matters for future consideration Byelaws, allotment.
Date of next meeting
(APM) Monday March 28th 2011

The meeting closed at 9.15pm

