BINFIELD HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Monday 27th April 2009 at The Scout Hut from 7.45pm
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Present: Councillor E Ransom (in chair), Cllr P Rollason, Cllr R Pawson, Cllr B Timms, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr G Englefield and Cllr Leonard (SODC)
38/09 Apologies for absence
	Carol Viney	
39/09 Declarations of Interest
	None
40/09 Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2009
One clarification was made. Cllr Summerland proposed the minutes be adopted.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Englefield.
41/09 County Councillor's report
	No report this month
42/09 District Councillor's report
	Cllr Leonard reported: Pre-planning application advice: In future SODC will charge for this service for 		major applications. For minor or other applications initial advice will remain free, but there will be 		scaled charges in all subsequent major, minor and other amendments.  
	Timescale for the planning application process: The government is aiming to reduce this.  In the case 	of appeals, only written information previously submitted will be considered at the time of the actual 	enquiry. 
	Henley Leisure Centre:  This is to be taken over by Greenwich Leisure Ltd in conjunction with Nexus.
	Hygiene Scores: From June 15th, all eating establishments will be given a score for its hygiene. These 	will be available on the website. 
	Outlook e-zine: This magazine is now available online
	The Core Strategy: A reminder was given that comments must be submitted by May 1st.
	The New Waste Collection: Visits are being made to terraced and other houses in the area to solve 	problems where there is no side access for wheelie bins.  
43/09 Public Forum
No members of the public present. 
44/09 Financial Situation
44.01/09 The account balances were circulated. 
44.02/09 Cllr Rollason proposed the accounts be paid.  This was seconded by Cllr Pawson.
44.03/09 The yearly accounts were circulated with the significant variances. These were accepted as a true record of the year’s finances. The Financial Statement was signed by the Chairman and the clerk.
44.04/09 Councillor expenses were paid.
45/09 Planning Matters
New Applications None
	Applications granted None
46/09 Highways/Transport & General Maintenance
46.01/09 Green Pond: The Parish Council noted that Green Pond is looking lovely at the moment. A letter is to be written to Robert Watson to ask if he will continue to undertake any more work necessary in the autumn and whether straw should be placed in the pond now to reduce the algae growth. The Parish Council will be more than happy to pay expenses and/or contribute to the charitable causes to which Mr. Watson is linked. (Clerk to Action)
46.02/09 Stiles:  Lord Phillimore has walked some of the local paths and indicated that one stile could be changed for the benefit of walkers. A letter is to be written thanking him. (Cllr Pawson to Action) 
46.03/09 Traffic Calming:  The County Council suggest that the police are asked to enforce the speed limit in the village. The police are to be approached. (Clerk to Action)
46.04/09 Daffodils: The planting of more daffodils or other species around the village has been requested and some villagers are prepared to do some planting. Advice is to be sought from the Chilterns Society as to the sort of indigenous plant that could be planted and would thrive on the verges of Binfield Heath. (Clerk to Action) Cllr Summerland is willing to draw up a planting plan.
47/09 Consultations
	South Oxfordshire Core Strategy – Preferred Options Strategy: Comments on the Strategy are to be 	sent to the clerk who will send off the comments by May 1st. (Clerk to Action)	
48/09 Annual Parish Meeting. .
This will take place on May 18th at 8pm, following the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council at 7.30pm. Refreshments will be provided. Flyers are being distributed around the village. The main topic will be Reading’s TIF bid.
49/09 Parish Plan 
	Cllr Timms reported that the Parish Plan Committee had met this month. Some research into parish 		plans on the web has taken place. The headings in the Cholsey parish plan were found to be most 			useful and will be the basis of the questions being prepared for the Parish Plan questionnaire 			to be sent out later in the year. The Parish Council was asked if there were any topics it would like 			included. The headings are to be forwarded to councillors for them to think about any particular issue 		the Parish Council would like raised. 
50/09 Website
	The website is up and running and a number of people have registered. They are being				encouraged to put information on the blog. Putting up news headlines is to be discussed.
51/09 Request for Donations
	The Parish Council has taken the decision to support those charities that directly affect the lives of the 	people in or around Binfield Heath. A letter is to be sent to The South Oxfordshire Ryder-Cheshire 	Volunteers explaining the decision. (Clerk to Action)
52/09 Matters for future consideration: A more frequent maintenance of green spaces; speeding in the 		village; grants and donations.
	

Date of next meeting 	Monday 18th May 2009
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity
Minutes of the meeting held at the Scout Hut on Monday 27th April after the meeting of Binfield Heath Parish Council 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	
07/09 Recreation Ground
07.01/09 The Recreation Ground has been inspected. It was noted that there was a significant amount of litter scattered around after the weekend especially near the bottom end of the field. Another bin could be provided in this area although this will be a third bin to be emptied by the team of volunteers. 
07.02/09 It is difficult to insure the full amount that would be required to replace all the playground equipment. Shiplake Parish Council is to be asked about their procedure for solving this problem. (Clerk to Action) The Insurance Company is to be asked whether it is possible to insure 2 or 3 named pieces of equipment in the playground. (Clerk to Action)
07.03/09 A tree that is just outside the recreation ground near the car park is leaning badly. The Housing Association is to be asked if it can be straightened and supported. (Clerk to Action)	 
08/09 Allotments
Approval has been requested for sheds on two of the allotments. Permission has been given for one shed and a chicken hut. 
 
Date of next meeting	Monday 18th May 2009: AGM at 7.30pm, followed by APM at 8pm.

The meetings closed at 10.20 pm


