Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Binfield Heath Parish Council held at the Scout Hut on Monday 23rd May 2011 at 7.45pm. 
M Sermon   Clerk for Chairman
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Cllr L Ransom, Cllr P Rollason, Cllr B Timms, Cllr G Englefield, Cllr S Summerland, Cllr Carol Viney (OCC) Cllr Malcolm Leonard (SODC), Cllr Robert Simister (SODC), 2 PCSO’s and one member of the public.
1/11
Apologies for absence None
2/11
Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Monday 24th May 2010 The minutes were proposed for 
adoption by Cllr Englefield and seconded by Cllr .Ransom.
3/11
The Chairman’s report (full report attached) Cllr Ransom has enjoyed her time as chair of a new parish council 
that over eight years has developed its own character and practices. She thanked all the councillors for their 
support. 
4/11
Financial Report See attached.
5/11
Appointment of Chairman and declaration of office The Chairman stepped down from office. Cllr Ransom proposed that Cllr Rollason be adopted as Chairman for the forthcoming year. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Summerland.  All agreed.  


The new Chairman gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Ransom for her eight years sound leadership of a new Parish Council that had been very well run and that was now fully established.
6/11
Appointment of Vice Chairman and declaration of office Cllr Englefield proposed that Cllr Ransom be Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.  This was seconded by Cllr Summerland. All agreed.
7/11  
Councillors’ responsibilities The following responsibilities were agreed: 


Cllr Summerland: planning; Green Pond



Cllr Timms: allotments; transport



Cllr Englefield: recreation ground; footpaths(temporary)



Cllr Ransom: website; footpath diversion



Cllr Rollason: consultations; finance; meetings

The appointment of Cllr Timms as delegate to the Dunsden Village Hall Management Committee and Parish 
Council Representative as a trustee for the Poors Land Charity was ratified.
8/11
Public Forum Andrew Lewis reported that an oak tree on the verge at the corner of the allotments has an 
overhanging branch, a hazard so near the highway. Cllr Viney will report this. He also reported that the fence 
between the allotments and the horse field is now leaning over and requires attention. The clerk was asked 
to report this to Savills. (Clerk to action)
9/11
Police Matters. PCSO Forrest introduced his colleague. He reported that the police were busy patrolling the area 
to tackle the recent burglaries. He emphasised the need for parishioners to be vigilant and report anything unusual. 
The PCSO was asked if the police had any particular recommendations of security devices for householders. He 
recommended asking neighbours to look after properties in terms of collecting post and putting lights on at night 
if owners were away on holiday. The Village Day is on the 5th June and PCSO Forrest will ascertain whether 
some police presence is possible to offer advice. (The PCSOs kindly returned later in the meeting with some 
relevant leaflets for the Councillors.) Telephone number for reporting anything unusual:0845 8 505505
10/11
Minutes of the meeting of April 18th 2011 Cllr Ransom proposed that the minutes were accepted as a true 
record. This was seconded by Cllr Englefield.  

11/11
Matters arising None
12/11
Declarations of Interest None
13/11
County Councillors Report Cllr Viney updated the Parish Council on the position regarding libraries. She was 
hopeful that a full service using a librarian and some volunteers would be maintained but a decision will not be 
forthcoming until September.  She also discussed the importance of maintaining the Youth Services particularly 
in the towns in Oxfordshire.
14/11
District Councillor’s Report Cllr Leonard introduced Cllr Rob Simister who will try to attend the Binfield Heath 
Parish Council meetings. Cllr Leonard reported on the recent elections that had had a high turnout on this 
occasion(49.8%). The Conservatives now have 33 members on the District Council. 

He reported on the planning issues that had been brought to his attention and the anomalies with some of the 
applications. He is hopeful that some of the problems may be resolved when it is clear what the government 
changes in planning will be. A letter will be written to the Planning Enforcement team regarding one of the 
properties in the village. (Clerk to Action)
15/11
Financial Situation The May accounts for payment were circulated. Cheques to the value of £1783.17 were 
signed.
Payment was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Englefield.
16/11 
Planning Matters

Applications Granted

P11/E453 Erection of free-standing greenhouse Mead House Binfield Heath RG9 4JU

P11/E0511 Partly single partly two storey wrap - around side/rear extension. Walled Garden House 
Shiplake Row 
Binfield Heath RG9 4DP

Applications Withdrawn


P11/E0206 Erection of conservatory to kitchen at the rear 5 Spring Cottages Gravel Road Binfield Heath 

RG9 4LU
17/11
Highways/Transport and General Maintenance 



Salt bins: Enquiries will be made about the size, colour and price of provision (Clerk to Action)


Footpaths: a) stile replacement: Enquiries will be made about the way this is costed. (Clerk to Action)



     b) nettles: Footpath 12 and 14 are difficult to walk due to the height of the nettles. A letter is to 

be written to Savills to request the paths be cleared. (Clerk to Action)


18/11 
Councillor vacancy

This was discussed and the councillors decided to co-opt another member of the Parish Council 
19/11 
Matters for future consideration Litter pick, audit acceptance, salt bins.
20/11
Date of next meeting Monday June 27th  
The meeting of the Recreation Ground Charities and Allotment for the Labouring Poor Charity 

1. Recreation Ground 


Inspections: The playground has had its monthly inspection. 

Fencing: For the safety of children near the road some fencing is to be erected at the bottom of the recreation ground  near to the five bar gate leaving the pedestrian entrance.
Playground equipment: The councillors discussed the new piece of equipment and it was decided to accept the latest quotation. Expenditure was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Timms. All agreed. It is hoped that the Playground Committee will feel able to make a contribution.
2. Allotments


Another half plot has become available and this has been taken by the next person on the list. A plan of 


the allotment spaces will be placed on the board. (Clerk to Action) It was decided to renumber the plots 


to make identification easier.
3. Public Forum No further comments
4. Matters for Future Consideration Numbering allotment plots; playground equipment.
The meeting ended at 10pm.                                                                                       
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